T h e P a s t o r ’s C o r n e r
Did Jesus REALLY Rise
from the Dead?!
5 reasons to believe Jesus
rose from the dead
What? Are you serious?
Who’d believe this in the 21st
Century? You’d have to
think the gospels are inspired by God or something like that, and they’re a
bunch of myths!
Dear Church Family, for this exercise let’s assume
nothing special about the Gospel writings at all. How
about we use only the information that is accepted as
historical by virtually all scholars who have studied
the material concerning the resurrection of Jesus today — no matter how skeptical they are. That
means, for example, that I will only
cite New Testament passages, ones
that are beyond reproach by even the
most-skeptical of academic eggheads.
Using the following 5 facts I feel
overwhelmingly certain that Jesus’
resurrection is the most likely explanation of the empty tomb.
Consider just the following details
that the vast majority of skeptical
scholars allow:
1. Most scholars agree that Jesus’ tomb was discovered empty shortly afterwards.
With almost two dozen reasons favoring this report
alone, what best explains this? Other explanations
fall far short of accounting for all the evidence.
2. Many eyewitnesses assert that they saw the
risen Jesus, both individually and in groups.
Even apart from the Gospels, we can establish this

By: Pastor Ruffin Stepp

totally from just two passages in Paul’s “undisputed
writings”:
–Paul told the Corinthians that he had received
the resurrection report from others (1 Corinthians
15:1-8).
–The consensus critical view is that Paul probably
obtained this material in Jerusalem, when he visited
the eyewitness apostles Peter and James, the brother
of Jesus (Galatians 1:18-24).
–Paul returned to Jerusalem 14 years later and specifically checked out the nature of the Gospel message, again with eyewitnesses Peter, James, and now
John (Galatians 2:1-10).
–All the apostles agreed that Jesus appeared to them
after his death (1 Corinthians 15:11).
3. Scholars also agree that Paul
received this material from the
other apostles at an exceptionally early date — only about
five years after the crucifixion.
But since the others knew the
reports before Paul did, we are
right back to the events themselves. Even one of the bestknown Christian-critical scholars
today, non-Christian specialist
Bart Ehrman, dates many Christian traditions as
early as just a year or two after the crucifixion!
4. But why should we believe that these eyewitnesses were being honest? We have first century
sources that the three apostles mentioned above
were all martyred: Paul, Peter, and James the
brother of Jesus.
Of course, people die for all sorts of ideas, but only
Continue on page 3
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Music Notes
B y: J u a n i t a M e e k s , M i n i s t e r o f M u s i c

Spring is just around the corner for daylight savings
time is here, the equestrian folks are heading back home,
and students as well as teachers are longing for spring
break then the countdown to summer vacation! These
are indeed signs of the ‘time’! However, before all of
this takes place, there is much to celebrate here at Palms
West. So look at the list of really important services
coming up and make it a point to be present for each
one!

Quintet opens the service with “I Believe In A Hill
Called Mount Calvary” and leads the congregation in “Because He Lives”. Rowan Pelfrey, soloists, will touch your heart with “You Gave”. If
you find the 8:00 service fits your schedule better,
then come worship a bit later for you will enjoy
the same content as the Sunrise service only inside
the worship center rather than outside by the bonfire.

Palm Sunday, March 29th the children and adult
choirs bring palm branches into the worship center singing “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna!” You will certainly not
want to miss “You Gave” , a most touching musical account of the reason for Christ’s sacrifice presented by
the Children’s choir. The adult choir will close the service musically with “Calvary Is The Sea”. Hopefully
your curiosity is sparked by that unusual title as was
mine. Here are a few lines from the selection that might
help illuminate the idea: “No sacrifice I could give for
You could match what You’ve given me, for my everything is but a drop of dew and Calvary is the sea, Calvary is the sea”. Ruffin’s sermon as well as the complete lyrics to the song are sure to bring the magnitude
of Christ’s awesome sacrifice more clearly into our understanding and imprint it on our hearts! So be prepared
to leave the service with a deep sense of gratitude!

The 9:30 am and 11:00 am services will be mirror
images with a lively trumpet introit and a special
butterfly visual presented by Moms and daughters
of the children’s choir. (Many thanks to Jamie
Meeks for choreography and Angela Stitt for costumes.) Brad Stitt and Jim Meeks will be the regal trumpeters!

Maundy Thursday, April 1st takes us back to the
events of that first “Holy Week” with a moving drama
directed by Debbie Still. Come hear the account of
those events through the eyes of Lazarus, Martha, Mary
and Jesus. “They Crucified My Lord”, “Shalom” and
“Were You There?” will also underscore these events
musically!
Easter Sunday, April 5th, arrives with an inspiring
Sunrise service featuring the “Spoken Word” by Rowan
Pelfrey, Joshua Ramsingh & Bruce Hoffman. The

The Children’s choir presenting “You Gave”, the
Quintet offering “Because He Lives”, and the
choir with worship leader, Brad Stitt, singing “My
Life For You” accompanied by a guest professional guitarist will comprise a team of musicians
that astound this director with the depth of talent
and commitment to our Lord! The commitment of
time, creativity and talent that an Easter celebration of Christ’s resurrection demands will hopefully inspire all who worship with us to leave
Palms West on Easter Sunday convinced that “the
least that I can do is live my life for You”! So
come, bring your extended family, friends and
neighbors to worship expecting to meet the challenge to walk closer with Christ.

We will be holding our Annual

Meeting on Sunday, April 19th.

The Annual Meeting will occur after each
worship service that morning.

T h e P a s t o r ’s C o r n e r

c o n ’t

for what they are convinced is true. Unlike others
however, the apostles were in a position to know
whether or not they had seen Jesus Christ alive after
his death. By being willing to die, scholars agree that
they were convinced that Jesus had really appeared
to them. At the very least, this addresses their honesty and conviction.
5. Of these eyewitnesses, Paul was a persecutor of
the early Christians, and James was an unbeliever.
Skeptical scholars accept this in both cases. But why
did they become believers? Again, they were certainly in a position to know whether the risen Jesus
had appeared to them.
But aren’t the gospels full of myths? I don’t think
that claim can be proven at all, but that’s another
subject for another day.
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** Notice that we didn’t use the gospels here. We
only used texts that are accepted by virtually all
scholars who have studied these events in detail.**
Altogether, these five reasons are each based on a
well-evidenced foundation, built on texts that are
accepted as historical by virtually all scholars
(Christian/skeptical/ and Academic-Egghead alike),
whatever their religious persuasion.
Can you as a follower of Christ say that the vast
weight of evidence supports a literal resurrection of
our Lord Jesus? Based on the evidence at hand I say
an emphatic YES. Friends, we serve a risen Savior
who is on the move in the world today… May we be
about our Father’s business as well.
Jesus is Risen!
Pastor Ruffin

Holy Week Events March 29th-April 5th
Palm Sunday March 29th:
8:00am
9:30 am & 11:00 am* -Identical Services
with special music from Adult and Children’s choirs
Maundy Thursday April 2nd:
6:00-7:00pm Dinner-Soup and Bread
7:00 pm Service and Communion
Family Easter Festival :
April 4th 2:00pm–4:00pm
Easter Egg Hunt & Fun for the whole family!
Easter Sunday April 5th:
6:30am Sunrise Service-Outside
8:00am “Just After” Sunrise Service-In the Worship Center
9:30am & 11:00 am*-Identical Traditional Services

Please stay for Easter Brunch after each Service
*Sunday School for children Pre-K to 5th grade will be offered during the
9:30am and 11:00am Services on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday
(Nursery Available at all Services (except Sunrise Easter Service)

Thinking about
becoming a member of
our congregation?
Want to know more
about Palms West
Presbyterian Church?
We invite you and your
family to our home (kids
are definitely welcome)
Friday March 27th 6-8pm

This gathering is for
those who have recently
started attending or who
are considering joining
Palms West Presbyterian
Church. We would love
to get to know you better
and give you an opportunity to learn more about
our vision in an informal
setting. This will be a relaxed evening of great
fellowship!
Sincerely,
Melanie & Ruffin Stepp
(Please RSVP to Melanie
561-601-7425)
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Greg Bisignano- As a Florida
native I moved to Wellington
during my elementary years.
I grew up in a Christian home
attending St. Rita's Church for
most of my life. I got married
in 2007, to Desiree and
shortly after Christian was
born. Two years later we had
our second son, Dustin. When our sons got a little
older we started to look for a church that had a good
program for our children. Desiree works with Debbie Still and she had invited us to check out this little
church in Loxahatchee. We attended one Sunday in
March and have been coming ever since. Before we
knew it we joined the church, we were teaching Sunday School, going to special events, and taking the
kids to choir. Palms West Presbyterian is the church
we had been looking for. I answered the call for becoming an elder as I want to be an example to the
young children at our church. The world has
seemed to lost touch with family values and a focus
on God. I appreciate the opportunity to work with
others to spread the message on the importance of
God in our families. I see God working at Palms
West every week when the children come up for
their message. The youth at our church is growing.
They are our future. It is awesome seeing them
learn about God and growing in their faith.
Deb Harris- “Lake Effect Snow” was a phrase I
heard often where I grew up with
one sister 35 miles south of Buffalo.
Raised in a Christian Family, my
mother and father were active in
their Baptist Church as Deacons and
Sunday School Teachers, so service
to your Church was something I was
taught growing up. Getting away
from the snow was what brought me
to Florida in 1975.
My oldest daughter Tish and her husband Ben, have
a 14-month old baby girl, Sophie, my first grandchild and the light of my life, and they live in Lake
Worth. My son Joshua, and his fiancée Kristie, just
moved to Portland, Oregon, for job opportunities,
but will be back for their wedding in June. My

Meet our New C
Installation and Ordination of Elder

youngest, Jamie, is about to graduate from UF Law
School in May. All three of our children got their
undergraduate degrees at UF, making us pretty die
hard Gator fans.
I am married to Jim Harris, and together we own a
Mom and Pop electrical contracting company, doing
commercial new construction. When we moved to
Loxahatchee Groves 17 years ago, Jim’s Mom and
Dad came to visit from Iowa and Grandma wondered why we didn’t go to that nice Presbyterian
Church that was just around the corner, so we went
with her that very Sunday. I noticed something different about Palms West Presbyterian Church. They
talked about the good news of Jesus Christ’s love for
us, and his gift to us, of being saved from our sins.
This was not the hell, fire, and brimstone that I had
grown up on. These people were friendly and
warm, and I felt that our family was welcome
here. From 2007-2010 I served as an elder for
the first time by directing the Fellowship team,
and working toward building that aspect of our
Church as a family was very rewarding.
Today, I am proud to be part of a Church that is
growing, not only growing in membership but
also in spirituality. I am excited by the Ministry
that Ruffin and Melanie have brought to this Church.
Beginning with the Bible in 90 days program, they
have emphasized studying the Bible as an integral
part of growing as a Christian. Sunday Church services are more about learning the bible than hearing
a sermon. Seeing almost 30 kids gathering in front
for the children’s message, and then heading off to

Class of Elders
s a t t h e 9 : 3 0 a m a n d 11 a m s e r v i c e s .

Sunday school is heartwarming. Seeing new faces
in all three services, seeing more people willing to
participate and to serve their Church, makes this a
very exciting time in our Church life; we know that
God is certainly at work here!
Changing your life, that’s what loving Jesus does.
Jesus can be one of three things in your life. He can
be nothing in your life, he can be something in your
life, or he can be everything in your life. The last
one changes you. Loving Jesus makes you want to
be a better person to please him. I answered the call
to be an elder again because I want to be part of welcoming new people and am looking forward to being
part of the Worship team!
Robert Bongiorno- My wife Carlee and I have been
together since April of 2009. We got engaged on our
2 year anniversary and we were married on June 15th 2013. Arianna was
born on April 26th 2014 and she
came home from the hospital on May
24th 2014. I started coming to PWPC
about 20 years ago and would help
my mom watch the children in the
nursery. Carlee and I started coming
to church regularly back in March of
2013 (a few months before our wedding) and we
look forward to coming to church every Sunday. I
answered the call to become an elder because we
love our church family and want to be more involved in growing deeper in our faith. We see God
working not just at PWPC but all around us. Since
we started attending church regularly we have grown
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closer as a family and we have been more appreciative of the many blessing in our lives. We look forward to continuing to grow in faith, connecting with
the community, and humbly serving our church.
Kimberly Casey- I have a wonderful, supportive
husband, Patrick and
two beautiful children,
Brianna and Matthew. I
have been a part of the
PWPC family since I
was in the fourth grade
(21 years). I was so
happy to be nominated
this year. I was nominated previously, but it just wasn't the right time.
Now is the time and I feel God is telling me that.
God has performed miracles in my life and it's time
to share that with others. God has been working here
at PWPC since I can remember. We use to meet in a
school cafeteria and now we have our own place of
worship. We use to have 1 service and now we have
3. We are growing and I hope we can continue to
grow and show everyone God's love. I love that I
have come full circle in my church family and get to
raise my family in the same love. Thank you for this
amazing opportunity!
Guy Vautin- First and foremost, I am a Disciple of
Christ. I am married to the most amazing woman
Peggy, and we have three
children. And now I get be
the Grandfather to five precious grandkids!
We joined the Church
(PWPC) when the kids
were young, from a personal invitation by a friend
of Peggy's. Loved the people, loved the Pastor.
I answered the call to serve on session for another
term because I feel God calls to everyone "follow
me" and this is my way of saying, here I am.
I can clearly see Gods hand on us as a Church looking back, looking around, I see an active healthy
body learning to grow in discipleship. Looking forward I am excited to be a part of wherever he leads.
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March Birthday Blessings

Connie MacMillan
Fred Burton
Richard Ries
Yvonne Roberts
Mathew Gairala
Jessica Jury
Jamie Molnar
Ruffin Stepp
Bob Bowers
Shannon Patelsky
Phyllis Hoffman
Daphane Thirbenny
Afua Whiteside
Adrienne Ferrin
Harriet Beckert
Kathryn Stepp
Debbie Stermen
Debbie Still
Olivia Sangster
Earl Snyder
Roseanne Giordano

3/3
3/4
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/13
3/13
3/16
3/16
3/18
3/18
3/18
3/19
3/20
3/21
3/26
3/26
3/29
3/29
3/31

Family Easter Festival
We need more volunteers to help :
 Stuff Easter Eggs
 Hide the Eggs (April 4th at 12 pm)
 During the Event
 Crafts/Games
We will appreciate any donation of candy
to stuff the Easter eggs. Suggested candy:
small boxes of nerds, individually wrapped
bubble gum, sweet tarts, Jolly Ranchers,
tootsie rolls etc. No chocolate please...it
melts in the eggs.
See Melanie Stepp to
volunteer or if you
have supplies:
melstepper@gmail.com or 561-601-7425

Palms West Presbyterian Church
Theater Outings 2015-2016
Members & Friends
Lake Worth Playhouse Subscription
713 Lake Avenue, Lake Worth, FL
Saturday, October 10, 2015
Meet Me In St. Louis
Saturday, November 21, 2015
I Hate Hamlet
Saturday, January 16, 2016
High Society
Saturday, February 27, 2016
Inherit the Wind
Saturday, April 9, 2016
Pajama Game
_____________________
Order Forms on the Patio after Church
Payable to Marge Herzog
818-9114
Turn in Marked--Attention Marge
By May 10, 2015
Season Subscription-5 Shows
Front Orchestra---$152
Rear Orchestra----$123

Easter at Palms West Presbyterian
Church is really going to be EGG-citing!
The whole family is invited to our Easter Festival on
Saturday April 4th 2-4pm with a Magic Show, Balloon Art, Crafts,
PLUS a huge Egg Hunt. The event is free, and all are welcome!
(561) 795-6292

www.pwpchurch.com

13689 Okeechobee Blvd, Loxahatchee
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Come Grow in FAITH at the Women’s Retreat—The Palms West Women’s
Retreat is being planned. It will be May 1st—3rd 2015 (Friday evening, Saturday, Sunday) at the Inn on the Lake Resort in Sebring, Florida. This year’s
topic is Women of the Bible, led by Melanie Stepp. This is based on the book
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life –Changing Stories for Women Today. Unearth fresh insights for your life from women who lived thousands of years
ago. We will learn how God moved in the lives of women in the Old and New
Testament and whose struggles to live with faith and courage are not unlike
your own. Pick-up a registration form on the patio or from the church office.
$50 deposit due with registration form. Payment in full due by April 19th
($140 total for sharing room, $200 for single room.)- checks made to: PWPC.
We have some great Fellowship opportunities planned during Holy Week.
Come make new CONNECTIONS and RECONNECT with old friends.
Please join us for a potluck dinner of soup and
sandwiches on Maundy Thursday at 6pm before
the 7:00 PM service. Also please register for
one of the Continental Breakfasts on Easter
Day. Check at the information table to sign-up
for both of these events.
STEP-UP and SERVE...It is time to spruce up our facility in preparation of
Easter. Saturday, March 21st from 8:30 am to noon we will be cutting, clearing, planting, washing windows, dusting, vacuuming etc. Please plan to help.
The more people we have the more we can get done. Refreshments & food
provided by the Men's Group.
Please bring shovels, rakes, clippers, saws, gas blowers, grass trimmer, hedge
trimmer, buckets, sponges, rags etc. THERE'S A PLACE FOR YOU TO
HELP! Call the Church Office 795-6292 to sign-up...or just show up on Saturday morning.

Brandon Neil
4/1
Larry Latour
4/2
Nikki Provenzano
4/2
Alexander Fredrickson 4/3
Michael Dalton
4/5
Jarrod Gallagher
4/5
Dustin Bisignano
4/9
Rowan Pelfrey
4/9
Dorothy Stone
4/9
Barbara Dover
4/11
Nancy Neil
4/12
Marilyn Churan
4/14
Lacy Latour
4/18
Christian Bisignano 4/21
Joan Canova
4/21
Michelle Lang
4/21
Doc Wood
4/21
Dale Pelfrey
4/22
Carol Everest
4/24
Melanie Stepp
4/25
Norma Flannagan
4/26
Juanita Meeks
4/26
Arianna Bongiorno 4/26
Nancy Thurston-Lang 4/27
Dianne Crawford
4/29
Men’s Bible Study, Prayer
and Breakfast.
Every Tuesday at 8:30 am

Info Updates! One thing for is certain, information changes. We are

at Butterfields

pwpc_officemanager@yahoo.com

1145 Royal Palm Bch Blvd,
Royal Palm Beach, FL
33411
Just Show Up and

If you have not seen your name listed on the birthday list,
please give us your month and day, we would love to recognize
everyone on their special day.

Bring your Bible
and appetite!

attempting to update the information in the church system. If your cell phone,
email address, home address has changed please call the church
office (561-795-6292) or email the office:

6:30am Sunrise Service
8:00 am, 9:30 am & 11:00 am
You are invited to stay for Easter
Brunch following each service

AT PALMS WEST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

